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Great Garden …Great opportunities! 
HEAD GARDENER  

 
The Bressingham Gardens 
Low Road, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 2AA 
 
THE BLOOM FAMILY HERITAGE 
…Alan Bloom, Adrian Bloom, Jaime Blake, and now for 
the first time ever, an opportunity for someone from 
outside the Bloom family to become Head Gardener at 
The Bressingham Gardens! The 17-acre gardens are part 
of Blooms Nurseries Ltd and are renowned worldwide. 
 
We are seeking an enthusiastic and self-motivated person 
to become Head Gardener, leading to full responsibility of 
managing the maintenance and development of the world-
renowned gardens which contain close to 8,000 different 
species and cultivars. The successful applicant will be 
plant-oriented of course, and create the efficient 
management of activities, cultivating a ‘team spirit’. The 
appointee will not only take pride in the appearance of the 
gardens but will help curate the development of 
horticultural education. 
 
Progression and support are to be provided to the 
gardening team to gain ‘reasonable’ knowledge and more 
importantly, a desire to learn about plants and gardening. 
There couldn’t be a better place to learn than at The 
Bressingham Gardens! 
 
 
PRESENT ASPIRATIONS AND A VISION FOR 
BUILDING THE FUTURE 
Gardens, gardening, and plants can change and affect 
lives. Under the last more than 12 months of isolation and 
quarantine (also known as lockdown!) surveys from the 
Royal Horticultural Society, and from different sources, 
have underlined the role gardens, plants and the natural 
world can and do play in our lives. All very true. As those 
of us in “the business” know, some of this is self-evident, 
some is too simplistic. Creating gardens is both enjoyable 
and hard work! It takes time to create a garden or 
renovate an old one.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We also know that unless you have very deep pockets, 
gardens cost money to remain in top order. Somehow, 
without the deep pockets, our gardens have gained a 
reputation for variety, and good maintenance, and plants 
from our nursery are of a quality better than most in the 
country. 
 
We want to do more……and we invite your help!  
Opportunities will come online now and in the future. 
 
Here are some of our ideas: 
The Bressingham Gardens website - this is our shop, our 
public platform, and our information source. We want to 
make our website central to our message on plants and 
gardening. We would love more people to visit our 
gardens but being away from centres of population we 
know there will be travel limitations to those potential 
visitors across the country. So how about us bringing The 
Bressingham Gardens to you?   
 
Building communication, displaying our gardens through 
the seasons online, (website and social media), giving 
information on plants and ideas on how to use them for 
best results in your garden is our aim. With access to the 
photo libraries of Richard and Adrian Bloom and 
experience and knowledge of the ‘Bloom Family’, we 
believe few gardens will have better ‘intellectual property’ 
resources, to reflect the glories of plants and gardens. 
 
We have a passion to create a long-term future and 
enhanced reputation, and although it sounds hackneyed, 
we aspire to create ‘a centre of excellence’ at The 
Bressingham Gardens, a mecca for horticulturists and 
gardeners. We are looking for people with similar passion 
and ethics to help, and perhaps over time, become part of 
our team and help to spread our vision to gardeners 
worldwide.

Adrian Bloom and Jaime Blake in the Dell Garden 
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RE-BUILDING THE PRESENT TO BE THE 
FUTURE 
The family business, Blooms Nurseries Ltd is still run 
primarily by members of the Bloom family. Adrian and 
his sons Jason and Matt are directors, taking on 
practical, as well as management roles: 
• Jason, Managing Director, also runs the small 

specialist Bressingham Gardens Nursery.  
• Matt, a craftsman in timber who joined the company a 

few years ago is now involved in the Weddings and 
Events. 

 
Jaime Blake, married to Anthea, one of Alan’s 
daughters, has been Head Gardener of Alan Bloom’s 
Dell Garden for the past 30 years. 
 
Adrian, Jason and Jaime followed Alan’s passion for 
plants and are happy to share their passion more widely. 
There are now close to 8,000 varieties of plants within 
the 17 acres of The Bressingham Gardens, which have 
long been an attraction to visitors, whether gardeners or 
not. The Bressingham Gardens Nursery has an enviable 
reputation for quality and service. 
 
Of course, it should be mentioned that the Bressingham 
Steam Museum, an attraction that grew out of an Alan 
Bloom hobby is also on site, on occasion providing the 
‘unique’ music whilst you walk round the gardens! This is 
a charitable Trust and although it shares the same 
entrance to visitors, is entirely separate to Blooms 
Nurseries and The Bressingham Gardens. The 
Bressingham Garden Centre is part of a separate 
independent business. 
 
 
A HERITAGE TO BUILD ON 
The Bloom family has made a unique contribution to 
horticulture. Two gardens of historical importance, four 
generations of the Bloom family since before 1926. 
 

 
 

Alan Bloom 
• Founder of Blooms Nurseries (Bressingham Gardens).  
• From 1953 to 1962 Alan Bloom created the Dell 

Garden, 6 acres of island beds containing over 4,500 
varieties of perennials. 

• Introduced and bred nearly 200 varieties of perennials.  
• Established one of the large wholesale nurseries in 

Europe. 
• Awarded the RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 1972. 
 
In 1962 Alan’s sons Adrian and Rob joined the family 
business. Until then, most plants had been grown and 
sold from the open ground, but the nursery became a 
leader in not only growing all plants in pots, but in 
supplying perennials, conifers, heathers, and shrubs to 
Garden Centres throughout the UK. It was the first 
company to promote new plants in a big way. The 
Bressingham Gardens became a large specialist mail 
order supplier direct to the gardener, won 26 Gold 
Medals for exhibits at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
from 1970 to 2000. 
 
The second 6-acre garden was started by Adrian in 
1967, again creating large island beds, originally 
specialising in Conifers and Heathers for year-round 
colour. The latter became the theme as a wider range of 
plants were used creating a balance between woody 
trees, shrubs and conifers, and contrasting perennials, 
grasses, ferns and bulbs.  
 
From 2000, the gardens were linked by the Fragrant 
Garden and Adrian’s Wood, and near the entrance east 
of the Dell Garden, Adrian designed and planted the 
Summer Garden and Winter Garden. Adrian was 
awarded the RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 1984, and 
for many years, until Alan’s death in 2005, they were the 
only father and son to have held this award at the same 
time. Both Alan and Adrian authored books, and 
regularly appeared on television at different times.  

We’d love to hear from you if you share our passion. To apply, please email a CV and covering letter to Adrian Bloom 
adrianbloom@bressinghamgardens.com 
 


